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Wednesday L unches.

The last lunch of 2011 will be held on Dec 21% and lunches will resume on Jan 4, 2012. Our
last lunchisawaysa‘Ladies lunch so bring your significant other and other guests for a pre-
Christmas treat. On the last lunch we usually present Mrs Lum with a‘purse’ to thank her for
her hard work on the lunches. | will be collecting for this from now to the last lunch.

Upcoming Events at the M ess

The Commanding Officers Tea— Sunday, December 18", 1330 - 1700HRS

(We used to call thisthe Christmas Ted). The cost is $15.00 per person, which includes sherry,
Mrs Lum'’s delicious hors d'oeuvres, as well as coffee and tea served by Regimental Ladies.
The Regimental Band is sending one of its combos to entertain us as we mingle. The bar will
be open for those of you who want more than sherry. Dressis semi-formal — suit and tie (or
Regimental blazer and tie) and Cocktail dresses for the Ladies.

A sign up list will be posted in the bar areafor those attending other Mess eventsto indicate
attendance. RSV Psto me would be appreciated, if you can’t get to the Mess to sign up on the
list.

New Year'sLevée—Jan 1, 2012

The Regimental Messes will be open as usual on January 1%. Officially, the Messes open at
1100hrs but the Regimental members of the Officers Mess and the WO & Sgts Mess exchange
New Years greetings around 1030hrs. The usual light lunch will be served starting around
noon. Everyone welcome. Thisis considered a'formal’ event for the Regimental members so
others should wear blazer and tie (equivaent for ladies) at |east.

Regimental Society Annual Burns Dinner_(See invitation)
BURNS SUPPER 2012 will be held Saturday January 28, 2012 at the BCIT Aerospace centre
in Richmond.

Ticketswill be on sale soon. |f you order (and pay) before December 15, 2011 you will
recelvetheearly bird price. If you attended last year please bring another couple with you.
The goal isto raise fundsto assist our military families...will you stand with them?

Featured Performers

The Pipes and Drums of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
The Band of the 15th Field Artillery Regiment, RCA

The Vancouver Welsh Men's Choair.



For ticketscall Grant Smith 604-271-5530

Military Ball - 2012

The Vancouver Garrison Officers’ Society has announced that the 2012 Military Ball is
confirmed for 24 March 2012 at the Vancouver Hyatt Regency. Ticket pricesthisyear will be
the same as 2011- $110 per person, but, as an added incentive, the price for ‘early birds’, who

purchasetheir tickets by cheque or money order prior to 31 December 2011 will be at a
discounted price of $100.00 each. A ticket order form can be found on the Ball website
(www.militaryball.ca) on the ‘ticket’ page. Print, fill in and forward, with cheque or money order,
to our mailing address: Military Ball, 2025 West 11th Avenue, Vancouver, V6J 2C7

Hotel reservation details to be released before the end of the year. The website
(www.militaryball.ca ) is now up and running with current information available. We have not
yet negotiated the Mil Ball room rate with the hotel so you could reserve now but the hotel
won'’t have any special rate program set up. When the special rate comes available, it will be
posted on the website, with alink to the hotel reservation area. Keep your eye on the website.
Mark your calendars and get a group of friends together for another evening of good food, good
company, and dancing until midnight.”

Archaeoloqists discover a fourth tunnel at Stalag L uft |11 PoW camp

By CLAUDIA JOSEPH published in the Daily Mail

It has lain hidden for nearly 70 years and 100ks, to the untrained eye, like a building site. But
thisinsignificant tunnel opening in the soft sand of western Poland represents one of the
greatest examples of British wartime heroism. And the sensational story became the Hollywood
classic, The Great Escape, starring Steve M cQueen.

We are standing in the notorious PoW camp Stalag Luft 111, built at the height of the Third
Reich, 100 miles east of Berlin. Ten thousand prisoners were kept under German guns here on a
60-acre site ringed with a double barbed-wire fence and watchtowers.

They slept in barrack huts raised off the ground so guards could spot potential tunnellers, but
the Germans did not count on the audacity of British Spitfire pilot Squadron Leader Roger
Bushell, played by Sir Richard Attenborough in the 1963 film. He was interned at the camp in
March 1943. With him were about 2,000 - : .
other RAF officers, many of whom were
seasoned escapers from other camps, with
skillsin tunnelling, forgery and
manufacturing.

Frank Stone, seated, with |8
Dr Tony Pollard on the site of George

From them Bushell hand-picked a team for
his ambitious plan: to dig their way out of
captivity.

Three tunnels nicknamed Tom, Dick and
Harry were constructed 30ft underground
using homemade tools. While Tom was discovered and destroyed by the Germans, Dick was
used for storage.
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The third tunnel, Harry, became the stuff of folklore on the night of March 24, 1944, when
Allied prisoners gathered in hut 104 before crawling along the 100ft tunnel to a brief taste of
freedom. Only three escaped; 73 were rounded up by the Germans and 50 were summarily
executed.

Few could have blamed their devastated comrades for sitting out the remainder of the war. Y et
far from being dispirited, afew men began work on afourth tunnel nicknamed ‘ George’, which
was kept so secret that only a handful of prisoners knew about it.

Now, for the first timein 66 years, the archaeol ogists have pinpointed the entrance shaft to
Harry after compiling a map of the camp using aerial photography.

Incredibly, George has just been uncovered after ateam of engineers, archaeol ogists and
historians excavated the site, a project filmed for a Channel 4 documentary Digging The Great
Escape.

“Y ou have to admire these men,’ said chief archaeologist Dr Tony Pollard. ‘ The Germans
believed that the deaths of those 50 men would have acted as a deterrent for future escapees.
But these men were even more determined.’

With us at the site are two of them: Gordie King, 91, an RAF pilot who operated the pump
providing the tunnel with fresh air on the night of the Great Escape, and Frank Stone, 89, a
gunner who shared aroom with the ‘tunnel king' Wally Floody, an ex-miner in charge of the
digging. They stand, heads bowed, reminiscing about their former colleagues. It isthefirst time
Gordie, who was shot down on his first mission to Bremen in 1942, has returned to the camp
since he and the remaining prisoners of war were marched out on January 27, 1945, as Russian
forces approached.

‘It has been very emotional,” he said. ‘It brings back such bittersweet memories. | am amazed
by everything they have found.’

A widower with six children, he has vivid memories of working on tunnel Harry, performing
guard duty and acting as a‘penguin’ to disperse the sand excavated from the tunnels, whose
entrances were hidden by the huts' stoves.

They were called penguins because they waddled when they walked.

“We would put bags around our neck and down our trousers, fill them with excavated sand, then
pull astring to release it on to the field where we played soccer, al in avery nonchalant way,’
Gordiesaid. ‘One of my jobs wasto look out of the window at the main gate 24 hours a day
and write down how many guards went in and out,” he recalled. * Another was warning watch. If
the Germans came into the compound, we would pull the laundry line down and everyone
would stop what they were doing and resume normal duties. The guards were not exactly
brilliant. They were taken from what we called 4F — not fit for frontline fighting.

‘I'mthrilled by it al,” added Frank, who was shot down on his second mission: abombing raid
on Ludwigshafen oil refinery. ‘1t’s like awar memorial for me. | don’t want people ever to
forget the 50 men who died. The escape was thrilling and exciting but those men paid the price
forit.” Inevitably security tightened after the Great Escape and an inventory was taken by the
Germans to gauge the extent of the operation. Theroll- call of hidden itemsis astounding: 4,000
bedboards, 90 double bunk beds, 635 mattresses, 62 tables, 34 chairs, 76 benches, 3,424 towels,
2,000 knives and forks, 1,400 cans of Klim powdered milk, 300 metres of electric wire and 180
metres of rope.



To prevent further escape attempts, the Germans filled in Harry with sand. So effective was the
cover-up that when the remaining prisoners wanted to build amemorial for the 50 men who
died, the exact site of the tunnel could not be agreed on. Now, for thefirst timein 66 years, the
archaeol ogists have pinpointed the entrance shaft to Harry after compiling a map of the camp
using aeria photography. What was most surprising for the team was the structure within the
shaft. The bedboards were interlocked to line the tunnel but the sand was so soft that plaster and
sandbags were used to prevent it engulfing the tunnel. Amazingly, the ventilation shaft, which
was made out of discarded powdered milk tins, was still intact.

Prisoner of War: Frank, ringed, during his days in prison

Dr Pollard, 46, who co-founded Glasgow

B University’s Centre for Battlefield Archaeology,

s Said: ‘| was surprised at just how emotional |

~ became when we found Harry. We were the first

people to see the tunnel in decades. But it came

- toapoint when we realised we couldn’t progress
-, with the excavation. As soon as you drive a shaft

into the sand, it is so soft it startsto collapse. It

shows just how skilled those prisoners were.’

After abandoning Harry, the team set their sights on finding the secret fourth tunnel rumoured
to have been dug underneath the floorboards in the camp theatre.

Using ground-scanning radar equipment, they found — beneath what would have been seat 13 —

the trap door to a space that gave real insight into how
the earlier tunnels would have been built.

To the left, between the floor joists, was a storage area
for equipment — Klim tins, tools, atrolley and the
ventilation pump — and abandoned sand. A few feet
away was the entrance to the tunnel shaft, and at its
bottom a separate chamber, which archaeologists
believe was the radio room.

After abandoning Harry, the team set their sights on
finding the secret fourth tunnel rumoured to have been
dug underneath the floorboards in the camp theatre.
Down asingle step lay the tunnel itself, intricately
shored with bed boards, wired for light and equipped
with the trademark trolley system used to shift both
sand and men quickly and silently through the tunnels.
It looked like a miniature railway with trolleys running
on tracks linked by rope and pulled along by men at
either end.

Tunnel vision: A tunnel reconstruction
showing the trolley system. [y




‘George turned out to be an absolute gem,” explained Dr Pollard. ‘We found the shaft and
excavated the tunnel which ran the entire length of the theatre. It was incredibly well preserved,
with timber-lined walls, eectrical wiring and homemade junction boxes, and was tall enough to
walk through at a stoop. The craftsmanship is phenomenal. Y ou can even see the groove on the
top of the manhole cover, where it would swivel and slot into the floorboard above.

‘It was built at atime of heightened security at the camp. It is afighting tunnel, not an escape
tunnel. It was heading for the German compound from where the prisoners hoped to steal
weapons and fight their way out.

The men knew the end of the war was nigh and they were playing a dangerous game. To see
what most of the prisoners never saw was areal thrill. The Germans obviously discovered
Harry but they never had a clue about George.’

The massive collection of artefacts found inside the tunnel included trenching tools; afat-
burning lamp crafted from a Klim tin; solder made from the silver foil of cigarette packets for
the wiring system; a belt buckle and briefcase handle from the escapers’ fake uniforms as well
as a German gun near hut 104. They also uncovered the axle and wheels from one of the tunnel
trolleys, identical to the one used in Harry, and the remains of an air pump; akind of hand-
operated bellows which drew fresh air from the surface down a duct to the tunnel.

But the piece de resistance was a clandestine PoW radio crafted from a biscuit box and
cannibalised from two radios smuggled into the camp.

Frank was instrumental in making the coil for the radio, which he moulded from an old 78
record. ‘| helped with the work on the construction of the radio, doing the soldering and things
like that,” he recalled, ‘ cutting out bits of tins and whatever we needed for the equipment.’
Gordie added: ‘| remember one day walking around the camp with a friend when we saw this
huge coil of wire. We grabbed it, covered it up with our coats and took it back to the hut. The
Germans could not understand where the wire went. Until then we had had to rely on old tins of
margarine with awick in them, made from pyjama cord, to light the tunnel, but they were
smoky, used up oxygen and were continually getting knocked out.’

On the night of the Great Escape, 200 prisoners, alocated consecutive numbers, gathered in hut
104 to make their escape, each afew minutes apart. The leaders were dressed in German
uniforms or specially tailored civvies and kitted out with maps, compasses and forged
documents.

Gordie, who was slot 140, remembers sharing final words with many of the escapers, wishing
them luck and complimenting them on ‘their impressive disguises'. ‘It was quite exciting,” he
said. ‘Only the key German-speaking officers, who had a good chance of bluffing their way
through, were given documents and civilian uniforms. The rest of us were so-called hard-assers,
who were expected to get out and run.’

According to Roger Bushell’ s plan, thousands of German soldiers and police would be
deployed to hunt the escapers, preventing them from fighting the Allies. But after 76 men had
escaped, the remainder were caught leaving the tunnel by German guards. Seventy-three of the
men who got away were rounded up over the next few weeks and 23 were returned to the camp.
The other 50 were shot in the back of the head by the guards at the side of the road. Only three
escapees, Norwegians Per Bergsland and Jens Muller, and Dutch fighter pilot Bram van der
Stok, succeeded in reaching safety. Bergsland and Muller got to neutral Sweden and Van der
Stok made it to Gibraltar via Holland and France.



‘ Afterwards the morale in the camp was very depressed,” said Frank, tearsin his eyes. ‘It was
eerie. We had a period of mourning and held a memorial service. People just wandered around
the camp quietly.’

‘A mass of doom enveloped the whole camp as so many of us had friends who were shot,’
added Gordie. ‘My close friend Jmmy Wernham, who came from the same town as me, was
one of those who didn’t come back.

‘Before he went out, he took his ring off and gave it to his roommate Hap Geddes, who wasn'’t
going out, and said, “If anything happensto me, | want you to take thisring and give it to my
fiancée.” After the war, Hap took the ring back to Dorothy and struck up arelationship with her.
He ended up marrying her. Heis still alive and living in Canada.’

Frank added: ‘| hope that what has been revealed will remind everybody what we went through
and how we met the challenges. It was a privilege to be involved.’

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2063652/The-classic-Steve-McQueen-movie-immortalised-tunnels-Stalag-Luft-111-PoW-camp--astonished-
archaeologists-discovered-fourth.html#ixzz1fgUfAtgz

Join the CF Appreciation Program

As amember of the CF Community, you are entitled to specific programs aimed at improving
the morale and welfare (M&W) of individuals, families and the community as awhole.

Due to the nature and size of the CF community, there are a number of different types of
identification cards and categories of membership. We have envisioned the creation of one card
to identify ourselves as being part of One Community — One Million Strong.

In an effort to ensure that the M& W programs continue to be made available to our community,
we are asking our CF community members to complete and submit the registration form. The
information provided will be used to create a unique identification number and aletter/card that
can be used as valid identification to present to our Industry Partners upon request.

Please complete one form for each member of your family. Find the form at:
http://www.cfappreciation.ca/en/AboutUs/JT P/Pages/Join-the- CF-A ppreci ati on- Program.aspx

Latest Band Record Available Now!! - Pomp and Circumstance

Knightsbridge March Pomp and Circumstance
March Slav March and Cortege of Bacchus
Marche Militaire Francaise March of the Toreadors
Entrance of the Mogul Emperors Gibraltar

Two Napoleonic Marches Marche Hongroise

Crown Imperial

To order go to: http://www.militarymusic.ca/15fieldband/Store.html
where you can also see and order other records the Band has made

A Great Christmas Present!!
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Honour House — Holiday Open House
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Holiday Open House
Sundﬁ}'. December 11

3pm to Hpm
509 St George Street, New Westminster

RSV P to administration@honourhouse.ca or phone 778 397 4399



mailto:administration@honourhouse.ca

RCN — Naden Band Christmas Concert.




15 Fd Regimental Society — Annual Burns Dinner

Col. R. Grant Smith

Honorary Colonel

15" Field Regiment of Artillery, RCA
and
President of the Regimental Society

Requests the Pleasure of Your Company
ata

Burns Supper

FEATURING
The Vancouver Welsh Men's Choir,
The Pipes and Drums of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
The Band of the 15™ Field Regiment, RCA

To be held
January 28, 2012
BCIT Aerospace Centre
3800 Cessna Drive
Richmond, BC
Dress; Scottish Attire, Black Tie, RSVP to:

Mess Dress, Business Suit Col Grant Smith
Cocktails: 1800 7460 Sunnybank Avenue
Dinner: 1900 Richmond, BC VeY 165
Tariff:  Before Dec 15 $90 per Tel: 604-271-5530

After Dec 15 $110 per Email: Gradon@telus.net

Cheques Payable to:
15™ Field Regimental Society

From the ‘Punitentary’

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.

Murphy’s Rules of Combat Oper ations.

One enemy soldier is never enough, but two is entirely too many.

Quotable Quotes

In my many years | have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two is a law
firmand three or moreisa congress.

-- John Adams



